What is claimed is: 



1 _L A printer control H^\/i^ whir-h rv-tntrok multi p le printer ^ T Onne ^ te f 

2 to a network circuit, said printer control device comprising: 

3 a detector for detecting a problem in any of tbe^printers; 

4 a selection controller for selecting, whep-dproblem is detected by 

5 the detector, another normally functioningjprmter to substitute for the printer in 

6 which the problem is detected by said detector; and 

7 a substitution controller fojx:orrecting print data, that was to have 

8 been printed out by the printer ipfwhich the problem is detected by said 

9 detector, to ensure that quality of the images printed by the selected 
substitute printer is the same as that of the images printed by the printer in 

in 1 1 which the problem is defected, and for outputting the corrected print data to 

1 2 the selected substitute printer. 
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2. A printer control device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the print data 

includes color print data that indicates a color image, and said substitution 
controller performs correction so that a color characteristic of the color image 
printed by tme printer in which the problem is detected are the same as that of 
the color image printed by the selected substitute printer. 
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3. /A printer control device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the print data 

includes middletone print data that indicates a middletone image, and the 
substitution controller performs correction so that a gradation characteristic of 
the middletone image printed by the printer in which the problem is detected 



are the same as the gradation characteristic of the middletone image printed^ 
by the selected substitute printer. 




printercQDto o l dovico ^as^claimed in claim 1 , wherein when said 
a problem in the printerp^rtainming a print job, said 
fution controller outputs to the selected substilDtes^anler the prinl^Serra 
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4 "Tbrremdining pages not printed by the printer in which I he piubltmnv; 

5 detected. 



1 5. A printer control device as claimec 

2 printers includes a copying machine. 



claim 1 , wherein said multiple 



1 6. A printer control metj^od for controlling multiple printers connected 

2 to a network circuit, said primer control method comprising steps of: 

3 detecting a problem in any of the printers; 

4 selecting, when a problem is detected in said detecting step, 

5 another normally functioning printer to substitute for the printer in which the 

6 problem is detected in said detecting step; and 

7 correcting print data, that was to have been printed out by the 

8 printer in which the problem is detected in said detecting step, to ensure that 
quality of /he images printed by the selected substitute printer is the same as 

H= 10 that of tbie images printed by the printer in which the problem is detected, and 

^ 1 1 for outputting the corrected print data to the selected substitute printer. 



1 7. / A printer control method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the print 

2 2 data includes color print data that indicates a color image, and the correction 

~~ 3 is performed in said correcting step so that a color characteristic of the color 

4 image printed by the printer in which the problem is detected are the same as 

5 thct of the color image printed by the selected substitute printer. 

1 8. A printer control method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the print 

2 dala includes middletone print data that indicates a middletone image, and 

3 the correction is performed in said correcting step so that a gradation 

4 characteristic of the middletone image printed by the printer in which the 

5 problem is^ie+eCTecTare the sarTre-€^4he gradation characteristic of the 

6 m/cistt^fone image printed by the selectea^b§titute printer. 
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1 y. A printer control method as claime d i i i Uui i n 6, whcroin when a . 

2 problem is detected in the printer performing a print job in said0e+6cting step, 

3 said correcting step outputs to the selected substitute pi^p+^r 'he print data for 

4 remaining pages not printed by the printer in whichHfie problem is detected. 



110. A printer control method as clair 

2 printer include a copying machine. 



*d in claim 6, wherein said multiple 
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11. A computer program product for controlling multiple printers 
connected to a network circuit, said computer program product comprising: 

detection control/for detecting a problem in any of the printers; 

selection control for selecting, when a problem is detected by said 
detection control, anatner normally functioning printer to substitute for the 
printer in which the problem is detected by said detection control; and 

correction control for correcting print data, that was to have been 
printed out by th^printer in which the problem is detected by said detection 
control, to ensu&e that quality of the images printed by the selected substitute 
printer is the same as that of the images printed by the printer in which the 
problem is detected, and for outputting the corrected print data to the 
selected substitute printer. 

1 2. A computer program product as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
print data includes color print data that indicates a color image, and said 
correction control performs the correction so that a color characteristic of the 
color image printed by the printer in which the problem is detected are the 
same as that of the color image printed by the selected substitute printer. 



1 13./ A computer program product as claimed in claim 1 2, wherein the 

2 print/data includes middletone print data that indicates a middletone image, 

3 ana said correction control performs the so that a gradation characteristic of 

4 thje middJetef=teirnage printed by TRSprirtfepaa^ the problemjsjiet^cted 
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5 —nr(=> th** i nm ^ tho grndntion rhnrnntorfotin of thfr mH d l ^t^ n ^ imng^ p rint ed 

6 by the selected substitute printer. ^ 

114. A computer program product as clapt^d in claim 1 1 , wherein when 

2 said detection control detects a problem iprfhe printer performing a print, said 

3 correction control outputs to the selepted substitute printer the print data for 

4 remaining pages not printed by ipo printer in which the problem is detected. 

115. A computer proaram product as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein said 
2 multiple printer include a'copying machine. 

Mr\l 16. A printing^stem comprising: 

a first printer, which is connected to a network, for printing print data; 

a second printer, which is also connected to the network to which 
1p 4 said first printer/is connected, for printing print data; 
M= 5 a detector for detecting a problem in any one of said first and 

p 6 second prin/ers; 

| 7 a controller for selecting, when said detector detects a problem in 

m 8 said first printer, said second printer as a substitute printer, for correcting print 
y 9 data tha/ was to have been printed out by said first printer to ensure that 

10 quality of the images printed by said second printer is the same as that of the 

1 1 images/printed by said first printer in which the problem is detected, and for 

1 2 outputring the corrected print data to said second printer. 

1 17./ A printing system as claimed in claim 1 6, wherein the print data 

2 incluaes color print data that indicates a color image, and said controller 

3 performs correction so that a color characteristic of the color image printed by 

4 saia first printer in which the problem is detected are the same as that of the 

5 color image printed by said second printer. 



1 18^^-^^ system as claimed inctoirc^^ the print data 
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2 inc l udes m id d l ul uir e print data that indicates a middletone image,. 

3 controller performs correction so that a gradationj^herc3cferistic of the 

4 middletone image printed by the first pripJef^n which the problem is detected 

5 are the same as the gradation chpfdcteristic of the middletone image printed 

6 by the second printer. 




1 9. A printing system as claimed in claim 1 6, wherein when said detector 

detects a problem in the first printer performing a print job, said controller 
outputs to the/second printer the print data for remaining pages not printed v by 
the first printer in which the problem is detected. 



20. / A pri nting syste m as claimed in claim 1 6, wherein at least one^ 
first ond-s^cond printers is a copyirTn-f«ac 



'said 
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